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Glenn Greenwald (GG): Now, let me show you the counter-attack, the way they thought the 
Andrew Cuomo's of the world thought that they were gonna sabotage him. It's an amazing 
thing. This is the New York mayoral debate. There were, I think, seven candidates, eight 
candidates on the stage. And it was hosted by the local NBC News affiliate. And just listen to 
this question that they thought was important for people wanting to be New York City mayor 
to answer and how they all answered it except for Zohran.  

Andrew Cuoma (AC): Given the hostility and the anti-Semitism that has been showing in 
New York, I would...  

GG: I don't know why we don't have the question, but the question there is: If you're elected, 
what would be your first foreign visit as mayor? Which foreign country would you visit first? 
Gee, I wonder what they're trying to get them to say. Which one might it be? Like in Nigeria? 
Norway, maybe? Uruguay? Probably Israel, right? That's certainly how they all interpreted it, 
except Zohran, watch this. 

AC: Given the hostility and the anti-Semitism that has been shown in New York, I would go 
to Israel.  

NBC News: Mr. Tilson, where would you go?  

Whitney Tilson: Yeah, I'd make my fourth trip to Israel, followed by my fifth trip to 
Ukraine, two of our greatest allies fighting on the front lines of the global war on terror.  

NBC News: Mr. Mamdani.  

Zohran Mamdani (ZM): I would stay in New York City. My plans are to address New 
Yorkers across the five boroughs and focus on that.  

NBC News: Mr. Mamdani, can I just jump in? Would you visit Israel as mayor?  
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ZM: I will be doing, as the mayor, I'll be standing up for Jewish New Yorkers and I'll be 
meeting them wherever they are across the five boroughs, whether that's in their synagogues 
and temples or at their homes or at the subway platform, because ultimately we need to focus 
on delivering on their concerns.  

NBC News: And just yes or no, do you believe in a Jewish state of Israel?  

ZM: I believe Israel has the right to exist. 

NBC News: As a Jewish state?  

ZM: As a state with equal rights.  

AC: And his answer was no, he won't visit Israel. That's what he was trying to say.  

ZM: No, no, no. Unlike you, I answer questions very directly, and I want to be very clear. I 
believe every state should be a state of equal rights.  

GG: So, do you see how excited Andrew Cuomo got? He really did base a huge part of his 
campaign on his loyalty to Israel, his love of Israel, his long-time support for Israel, his 
father's support for Israel, his family's support for Israel. And you heard those voters that 
voted for Trump when asked why. Did any of them say, oh, I think Democrats are 
insufficiently pro-Israel? No, no one said that. These people aren't waking up and thinking, I 
wanna make sure my mayor is gonna go to Israel as the very first foreign visit. It was 
supposed to be controversial that he said, look, I'm the New York City mayor. That's what I'm 
running for, not the Secretary of State. I'm not thinking about foreign trips. I'm actually 
wanting to represent the people in New York City. I'm going to stay here at home and talk to 
the people I'm supposed to be working for. Why would I plan my overseas trips and make 
sure Israel – a lot of them said Israel. One of them said, oh, the Holy Land Israel. So that was 
supposed to be the kind of thing that they thought was going to sabotage him. They have 
these old ideas in their head about what you can and can't do. That's why Trump won, too. He 
broke all of those rules that people thought were still valid and he proved they weren't.  

Now, just a couple of things here. First of all, I think one important part of what's driving all 
of this, because the thing is, if you want to win in the Democratic primary in New York City, 
you can't just rely on left-wing voters, like DSA, Democratic Socialist of America, AOC, 
Bernie types. That can give you a certain momentum, a certain energy, but you're not going to 
win a citywide race just with those kinds of voters. You have to attract a lot of normie, liberal 
Democrats. That's who lives in New York City. They're mostly like normal. They're not 
people who hate Hillary Clinton or Joe Biden. These are not them. There are some in like 
Brooklyn and Queens, but the majority of Democrats in New York City and most liberal 
American cities are very normal Democrats. They love the democratic establishment. They 
love Pelosi, Chuck Schumer. Chuck Schumer represents New York and has forever. That's 
who they like. That's you need to attract those voters. And I think one of the main reasons he 
attracted so many of those voters as well, as well as [inaudible] base, is that when you look at 
the approval rating for the Democratic party, it's like 20%, 23%. Republicans say, oh look, 
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they're more unpopular than any party, and it's true. But a lot of the reason for that is that 
Democrats themselves are telling posters that they don't approve of the Democratic Party. 
They've become convinced that the Democratic party has this kind of aged, stagnant, listless, 
slow, uninteresting, leadership-base, and it's true. It's basically a gerontocracy,, and obviously 
the debacle with Biden underscored that more than anything. They were being told that they 
would get behind someone who was suffering from dementia.  

And so they want this kind of new energy, this exciting energy. That's a big part of it. It was 
kind of a referendum on what Democrats want their party to be. They don't want to be voting 
for a 67-year-old, person of politics for 40 years who has billionaire money behind him, is 
part of the Democratic establishment, who was in the Clinton cabinet, have Bill Clinton kind 
of come in from wherever he is and be like, yeah, I'm endorsing Andrew Cuomo. That's not 
appealing to these Democrats anymore. They know that they can't keep going down that road. 
So that's part of it. But I really think a big part of it is that the primary division, not just in 
American politics, but politics throughout the democratic world, certainly something we've 
talked a lot about before, is the difference between someone perceived to be part of the 
establishment and someone who seems to be an outsider who hates the establishment.  

There are a lot of people in the United States, millions, who voted twice for President Obama 
in 2008, 2012, who then voted for Donald Trump in 2016. That's a reason why Trump won. 
And people who continue to cling to this archaic, obsolete way of understanding American 
politics, that it's about left versus right, conservative versus socialist, whatever, they can't 
process that. In 2016, there were a lot of people who were saying to reporters, my two 
favourite candidates are Trump and Bernie Sanders. And again, same thing, like if you think 
everything is right vs left, you'd be like, what are these people? They're crazy?! That makes 
no sense. But when you see that things are about hatred for the establishment, a desire to 
reject establishment candidates and vote for outsiders who seem anti-establishment, you 
understand why Obama won, against first Hillary Clinton and then John McCain. This very 
young, previously utterly obscure, Black man with a muslim-sounding name. That's very 
improbable. Yet he won because he presented him: I'm going to change the way Washington 
works. We're going to change for whom it works. That was his whole appeal. Whereas, of 
course, John McCain or Hillary Clinton could not credibly claim that. And he rolled over 
them. Same with Mitt Romney. And then in 2016, the outsider candidate, besides Bernie 
Sanders, who probably would have gotten the nomination, but the DNC cheated, was Donald 
Trump.  

This is the through line of American politics. And in 2024, you first had Biden, then you had 
Kamala, just two completely insecure, uninteresting, clinging to a script, using strategists, 
talking points and plans to win the election without a single passionate view or thought of 
their own. And Zohran Mamdani is obviously an outsider candidate; very unknown, very 
young, doesn't speak like those other candidates, certainly doesn't like Andrew Cuomo, 
doesn't have billionaire backing, is highly critical on a fundamental level of the political 
establishment. That's a major reason why he won as well. And then I really believe that one 
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of the things that was like Trump's superpower was, as I said, that he didn't care that things he 
was saying were supposedly disqualifying. He wouldn't retract them.  

I remember in 2015 when he had a pretty sizable lead – people were shocked by it – but they 
thought, oh, it's just early, this is the kind of candidate Republicans flirt with but won't 
actually vote for. They're going to snap into line at the end and vote for Jeb Bush. And In 
2015, he gave an interview that's now notorious, where he said, when asked about John 
McCain, who never liked Trump, and he was asked about his heroism. And Trump said, I 
don't know that he is so heroic. He got captured, crashed a plane and got captured. I prefer 
soldiers and heroes who don't get captured. I think that's what makes you a winner. And I 
remember the outpouring of articles over the next few days from all the, like, deans of 
political reporting or whatever, saying, okay, that's the end of Trump's campaign. You can't 
criticise John McCain. And of course, they went to him, do you apologise? No, I don't 
apologise. I meant every word I said. And there were so many things like that; mocking the 
New York Times reporter has cerebral palsy or I believe it was some sort of degenerative 
disease. Over and over and over, the Access Hollywood stuff. And his refusal to renounce his 
own statements, actions, and beliefs made him seem more genuine. Even if people don't like 
the things he has said, the fact that he's saying, no, that's what I believe, that is a big political 
asset.  

And the fact Zohran, who has a long history of passionate activism in opposition to Israeli 
aggression, Israeli settlements in the West Bank, Israeli assaults on Gaza, when he would say 
things like globalising Intifada, which he did, and he was confronted about that a month 
before the election, and was like, are you gonna withdraw that? He's like, no, I'm not gonna 
withdraw it. People distort what that means. They try and make it seem like it means you 
believe in terrorists killing people with car bombs. It's just a word, Intifada, an Arabic word 
for struggle or resistance, including peaceful struggle and resistance, for equal rights for the 
Palestinians. And again, a lot of people may not like that term, a lot people don't like that 
turn, but I think the fact that he was not running away from it, not apologising for it, ran a 
pretty unique campaign, as I'm trying to show you, is also a major reason that he won.  

And I just think, again, populism is nothing more than, there's a system over here of powerful 
people, politically powerful, financially powerful people, they do not have your interest in 
mind, they don't care about you, they're exploiting you, they're abusing you for their own 
aggrandisement, their own wealth, their own power, and I want to fight them on your behalf, 
that's what economic populism is. Go look at what Josh Hawley does. Threatening to vote 
against Trump's bill because it cuts Medicaid. Knowing that a lot of Trump voters or class 
voters rely on Medicaid. Something really interesting about Josh Hawley, under the radar, 
every week he holds like House hearings, Senate hearings, and he summons executives of all 
kinds of industries, airlines industry, meat industry, bankers, and just pounds them about like 
hidden fees or like gigantic executive pay given abuse of consumers. And Josh Hawley has 
said the future of the Republican Party is a multiracial working-class coalition, or 
working-class coalition, which requires economic populism. He stood with Bernie, Josh 
Hawley did, to stop the COVID bill from being passed when they were gonna give out 
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billions and billions of dollars to big business. And he demanded that there be direct 
payments to all Americans, and they tried to stop that bill, and it went to, they got $600 direct 
payment to Americans, that's economic populism. And then it went to Trump, and Trump 
said $600 is not enough, I'm vetoing it, I want $2,000 payments.  

Promising to represent the forgotten person, that's what populism is, economic populist. Not 
serving Wall Street, not serving bankers, not serving real estate developers, not endorsing 
establishment dogma, not tying yourself to old stayed decaying people, who've just been 
around for decades, who interest and excite nobody any longer. That's the goal of American 
politics. I don't think it matters at all to people if it comes from the right or the left. And the 
lots of things about Zohran; Marjorie Taylor Greene today posted the Statue of Liberty in a 
burka. Ari Fleischer said, New York Jews, you need to evacuate. You know, it's some kind of 
a nation, as I said before, of like Joseph Stalin and Osama bin Laden. You look at them, is 
that at all what he reads as, what he codes as, is it what seems a convincing attack on him?  

And so I think there's a lot of lessons here. Not just for the Democratic Party, though, 
certainly for them, but for what American voters respond to and what they don't. And in this 
case, the lessons are so powerful, so penetrating that it drove the unlikeliest of people to crush 
one of the most powerful political dynasties in America, the Cuomo's, backed by every 
institutional advantage you could want and very poised to, I'm not saying it's certain, but 
highly likely to become what a lot of people have long said is the second most important 
position in American politics, which is the mayor of New York City. New York City, 
obviously, is the centre of American finance, American wealth, massive tourism, gigantic 
city. And so that is an important position. That's not a joke. And the fact that a 33-year-old 
Muslim self-identified democratic socialist was able to win despite that history of statements, 
I think it's very important to derive a lot of lessons from that. And I think anyone interested in 
understanding politics, let alone winning elections, would be studying him in a very 
nonjudgmental way. Doesn't matter if you hate him, doesn't matter if you like him, love him, 
the lessons ought to be the same.  

Thanks for watching this clip from System Update, our live show that airs every Monday 
through Friday at 7 p.m. Eastern exclusively on Rumble. You can catch the full nightly shows 
live or view the backlog of episodes for free on our Rumble page. You can also find full 
episodes the morning after they air across all major podcasting platforms including Spotify 
and Apple. All the information you need is linked below. We hope to see you there.  
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Thank you for reading this transcript. Please don't forget to donate to support our independent and 

non-profit journalism:  

5 



 

  
 

BANKKONTO: 
Kontoinhaber: acTVism München e.V.  

Bank: GLS Bank 
IBAN: DE89430609678224073600  

BIC: GENODEM1GLS 
 

PAYPAL:  
E-Mail: 

PayPal@acTVism.org 
 

PATREON:  
https://www.patreon.com/acTVism 

 

BETTERPLACE: 
Link: Click here 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

6 

https://www.patreon.com/acTVism
https://www.betterplace.org/en/organisations/30525-actvism-munich-e-v

