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Glenn Greenwald (GG):  Now, as far as Benjamin Netanyahu speaking today at the UN 
General Assembly, as probably most of you have heard, but maybe some of you haven't, 
Benjamin Netnyahu went and spoke there today. Several world leaders have been giving 
speeches over the course of this week. He was the first scheduled speaker in the morning. So 
as a result, because he was the first speaker in the morning, some delegations hadn't yet 
arrived. Others just boycotted and said in advance, we're boycotting and just didn't attend. 
And then a lot of countries, talking about dozens, waited for him to start, waited for him to 
ascend to the podium and then very deliberately to make a point dramatically all got up 
together and walked out; a lot of them. And here's the video of that.  

The podium – getting ready to speak and you should start seeing rows of diplomats and UN 
representatives and countries and delegations by the dozens getting up and leaving. You hear 
some boos and whistles and they just keep streaming out one after the next. And you see the 
presiding officer of the General Assembly trying to get order. So many of them were walking 
out that it was kind of like a line formed that took a while for them to exit. And the whole 
time, Netanyahu was up at the podium, you know, speaking to an increasingly emptying 
chamber because there aren't very many people left after all of these countries had their 
delegations walked out to protest what they all consider to be like most genocide experts in 
the West and human rights organisations considered to be Israel's genocide in Gaza. This is 
what they're protesting. And so you see here, if you can see it on the screen, the UN General 
Assembly is, I wouldn't say entirely empty, but largely empty and obviously uncomfortable, 
and while Netnyahu stood up at the podium and waited for that to end. By the time he was 
done speaking, there weren't that many countries in the chamber.  

Now, that was a pretty significant protest. It wasn't just a few countries. I saw some Israeli 
officials trying to provoke Americans into thinking that this was some hostile act by saying 
these were only Arab and African countries. And there were a lot of countries from Africa 
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and a lot of Arab countries that did walk out on him, including countries that the United 
States is either allied with or has interest in or wants to improve relations with or is 
competing with China over. But there were also significant countries outside of the Arab 
world and Africa, including many Latin American countries, including the largest Latin 
American country, which is Brazil, and many other countries in Latin America as well. So the 
idea that this is confined to some small part of the world, which is how it was propagandised 
by the Israelis and their loyalists and US media, is a transparent joke.  

The large part of the world, the large majority of the world, is opposed to the Israeli 
destruction of Gaza and increasingly to Israel itself. And you can see that in the General 
Assembly votes; it's overwhelming when it comes to Israel. You basically have the United 
States and Israel that vote no on these resolutions that pass overwhelmingly. And they have a 
couple of allies that vote with them, like Argentina, because Milei worships Israel. And then 
Hungary sometimes votes with them. And then that's pretty much it. You have all those tiny 
little islands like the Marshall Islands that were all part of the Coalition of the Willing in 2002 
and 3 that George Bush and Dick Cheney bullied or bribed into joining the coalition. And 
they just vote with the US and in return get whatever benefits they get, like the Marshall 
Islands and Palau and those kinds of Pacific islands. It's basically like ten, eleven votes at this 
point it's reduced to. Led by Israel and the United States which are rogue nations compared to 
the rest of the world opposed to this.  

Speaking of attempts to propagandise what happened here in the most reasonable and 
transparent way imaginable, I'm gonna show you what the network, the news network that 
I'm about to appear on in about 35 minutes, tried to do today. It was a very defiant speech by 
Benjamin Netanhayu, very typical basically saying we don't care, screw you. We're not gonna 
allow you to force us to live with terrorism, whatever. But he was speaking to a largely empty 
chamber and yet, there was a passage in his speech that Netanyahu loves to talk about. Where 
he loves to make jokes about pagers, the pagers that were sent into Lebanon that exploded. 
We were told it killed only Hezbollah terrorists. In fact, it killed huge numbers of innocent 
people, maimed a lot of children. But it's something that Israel supporters in the West got so 
excited about, just like melodramatizing; look at how conniving and cunning Israeli 
intelligence is. No one can do this like Israel. And it kind of had this James Bond feel to it. 
They got all excited and watching the limbs of kids be blown off is something that Israeli 
oilists have demonstrated they don't care at all about. So, Netanyahu had this very smug 
passage where he made reference to the pager and Fox News described it this way – this is 
Fox News, quote: NEW: Cheers erupt at the UN as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu recalls the country's pager operation against Hezbollah. Quote: 'Remember those 
beepers? The pagers, we paged Hezbollah and believe me, they got the message.'".  

So if you aren't watching this and you are foolishly relying on Fox News to tell you the truth 
about Israel, which you should never do, you would have thought that there was this huge 
chamber of countries, the countries of the world gathered and assembled at the UN, and they 
all just kind of like erupted in uncontrolled applause. This very raucous celebration when 
Netanyahu mentioned these pagers, when in fact, he was speaking to a largely empty 
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chamber. And you can hear on the audio, which we're about to show the video, and you can 
hear in the audio, you hear like scattered clapping. It sounds like about eight people are 
clapping in total. And then the camera zooms in on the Israeli delegation that's trying to make 
as much noise as possible by all clapping because they're basically the only ones that are 
doing that. I'm sure the Trump officials there were also screaming and cheering for 
Netanyahu because that's what Trump officials do while in the presence of the Israeli leader. 
It's what Biden officials did as well. But other than that, there's basically nobody cheering it. I 
just want to show you the reality of what happened and then contrast it with how Fox 
described it.  

Benjamin Netanyahu: You remember those beepers, the pagers? We paged Hezbollah, and 
believe me, they got the message. And thousands of terrorists.... Thousands of terrorists… 

GG: So there you see about one, two, three, four, five, six men from the Israeli delegation 
who are trying to clap as loudly as possible. And then you hear like a couple of people doing 
that woo sound. You know, like when you try and make it seem like the audience is dizzy and 
disoriented with glee over what the speaker is saying. And that's pretty much it. It's like very 
scattered. And Fox News says: Cheers erupt at the UN. I mean, I guess technically cheers did 
erupt. They erupted from like the six guys who are part of the Israeli delegation and probably 
the six people who are a part of the American delegation. And that was pretty much it. Here's 
just the end of that, just to show you the last part of it.  

So there you have it. I mean, I think you can see what the vast majority of the world actually 
thinks about Israel and how it contrasts with the description by Fox News. Now, just one last 
point, which is, you know, it's always so interesting – and this is something that I've been 
bothered by and have noticed for a long time – is that people talk about the UN as though it's 
just like some separate entity. As though it is kind of just like this left-wing NGO. And 
therefore, we don't care what it thinks, because it's just some weird, irrelevant organisation 
funded by George Soros and dominated by a bunch of leftists. In reality, the UN is nothing 
other than a gathering, an assembly of all the countries on Earth and the governments that 
rule them, that govern them. That's what the UN is. That's what The General Assembly in 
particular is. It's all the countries in the world, they get together, they send their 
representatives. Those representatives are chosen by the leaders of the country, in the case of 
democracies, the elected leaders, in the case of non-democracies, whatever kind of 
government they have. And so it's not some exotic, alternative universe of institutional 
power. It's just the countries of the world and their governments. That's what it represents, 
world opinion. Or the opinion of all the countries and their governments in the world. And as 
governments change, the UN changes as well.  

And I've never understood why people talk about the UN like, oh, the UN is just this warped, 
crazy institution. It's really nothing other than all the governments and countries in the word. 
And you can take the view for sure, oh, we're gonna defend Israel. We don't care how much it 
costs us in terms of our standing in the world, our soft power, how we're perceived, our 
popularity, our ability to do business, the ability of China to make headway into these 
countries that are increasingly becoming anti-American. You can for sure take that view and 
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just say, we don't care. Israel is the most important thing, we're gonna stand by Israel, even if 
every country in the world becomes hostile toward it, or toward us as a result. But at least 
admit that's what you're advocating. It's not like the UN is anything other than that. That's 
what it is. It's all the governments and countries in the word coming together to try and reach 
consensus, to try and express viewpoints, to try to agree on frameworks. And it's always 
bizarre to listen to how people talk about the UN, especially when they want to oppose 
whatever it's doing. And they talk about it like it's something else. Like it's this thing that just 
permanently floats. And it is made up of like bureaucrats and people who are just leftists or 
have otherwise some weird ideology. And that's not what it is. And even if it's not at the UN, 
the reality is that much of the world has turned against Israel and therefore the United States 
for standing by Israel, for financing Israel, for arming Israel, and it costs us a huge amount, 
not just in terms of the billions of dollars we send, not just Israel, but to Egypt and Jordan to 
keep them in line, to keep that region in check for Israel, or the military deployments we 
make to protect Israel, or the diplomatic protection we give, or putting our own service 
members in harm's way, but it also costs us a great deal in terms of our standing in the world. 
And the UN is just a symbol or a manifestation expressing that reality.  
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