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Glenn Greenwald (GG): Now, what was always so bizarre about that 28-point plan that the
media called a wishlist on the part of the Kremlin was that for all the reasons I just said, for
things that weren't in there, but also for things, that were, it was, [ would say, not just
uncertain, but maybe even likely that the Russians wouldn't have accepted that as a peace
deal. Remember, the Russians have been fighting a very brutal war for four years. They've
invested a lot. They paid a big price in terms of life and in terms of resources to secure what
they perceive as their security interests and they believe they're winning the war because they
are and they're not going to give this war up unless they get the things that they feel they
need. Who would? Why would they? That's been why it's been so difficult to end this war.
But at least that peace plan was a strong step towards finding a way to get the Russians to
agree to a peace deal. But what happened instead was Marco Rubio, who has always been a
neocon and a warmonger despite efforts to try and mould himself into the Trump
administration, decided that he is going to get involved. And flew to Ukraine to involve
himself, to insinuate himself into a peace deal that fortunately he had been left out of. And he
announced in Ukraine, oh, we made great progress, meaning not we and the Russians, but we
and the Ukrainians. We got a deal that the Ukrainians are going to agree to. And the only way
that happened was because Marco Rubio created a peace deal with Zelensky that the Russians
in a zillion years would and could never accept. In other words, Marco Rubio is there trying
to sabotage the policy on which Trump ran of ending the war between Russia and Ukraine
because Marco Rubio doesn't want that war to end because Marco Rubio, despite all the
rhetorical forces designed to ingratiate himself with Trump, is in fact the same neocon and
warmonger that he always was, part of the GOP establishment.

Here's how the New York Times framed it. Of course, the New York Times is on the side of
Rubio. The New York Times on the side of Ukraine wanting this war to continue. New York
Times, November 24th, 2025, how Marco Rubio tried to bring a pro-Russia peace plan to a



middle ground. So you have Trump and JD Vance and Steve Witkoff defending and praising
the plan that they negotiated with the Russians. It's the Russians you have to negotiate with.
They're the ones who are winning. And then Marco Rubio flies to Ukraine, and in the words
of the New York Times, transforms a pro-Russian peace plan into a middle ground.

This is what they said, quote, "Last week, President Trump set a hard deadline for Ukraine's
President, Volodymyr Zelensky, to agree to the details of a 28-point draft peace plan with
Russia. If he refused, Mr. Trump said, the Ukrainian leader would be left to, quote, 'fight his
little heart out'. By Monday, that deadline, Thanksgiving, was gone. The 28-point plan, which
was widely criticized as a series of one-sided concessions to Putin then has shrunk to closer
to 20 points. The price of the changes made during a series of meetings over 11 hours in
Geneva led by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, is clear. Mr. Putin, some Trump
administration officials predict, is likely to dismiss the new draft out of hand. By any
measure, the administration's rollout of the new plan was maladroit at best. Mr Rubio
downplayed the proposal last Wednesday as a, quote, 'list of potential ideas,' while Mr.
Trump, Vice President JD Vance and Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary,
embraced it."

Shouldn't Trump, JD Vance, Steve Witkoft outweigh what Marco Rubio wants? It's Trump
who's the elected president. Trump was out there touting this plan as an important step of
progress, and then Rubio somehow goes and undermines it all and does a deal with the
Ukrainians that has zero chance of ending the war, which is what Trump says. His policy goal
is, New York Times goes on, "The specifics outraged the Europeans who have been kept in
the dark even though they are funding Ukraine's arms and designing a security guarantee for
the country. Republican leaders were equally blistering about the leaked proposals, including
Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the former majority leader, who said in a statement
that, quote, 'Putin has spent the entire year trying to play President Trump for a fool.' In Kyiv,
the secretary of the U.S. Army, Daniel Driscoll, a friend of Mr. Vance's, presented the
proposal to sceptical Ukrainian officials. By Saturday, Mr. Rubio was in damage control. He
headed to Geneva to meet with Ukrainian and European officials."

So essentially now we went from having a deal that could very much have finally ended this
war to Marco Rubio somehow insinuating himself into all of this. And single-handedly
sabotaging it by removing all of the parts of the deal that would have made it at least
preliminarily attractive to Russia. Maybe not gone as far as the insane Europeans went but
still became a lot closer to the European model of pretending that Ukraine is winning this war
and that Russia is suing for peace and that Russia has to simply sign whatever deal the west
puts in front of them because Zelensky has the Kremlin surrounded. It is insanity of the
highest order. This war makes no sense. From the perspective of American interest, zero
sense from the perspective of the American interest. When you add on to the fact that even
the pretext that we have that Ukraine is a democracy is gone given that Zelensky has shut
down every conceivable democratic attribute including elections and free speech and a free
press. And the proof, not that anyone needed it, but the proof that there's now massive
embezzlement taking place in Kyiv where the money that we're sending to the Ukrainians is



simply being syphoned off by corrupt officials very close to Zelensky for their own well. This
is one of the most senseless, obscene wars we've seen in a long time, and we've seen a lot of
senseless obscene wars. But as JD Vance said, nothing animates the bipartisan D.C. Class. He
really talked about the Republican establishment more than ensuring that wars continue
without end. And Marco Rubio and a lot of other people inside the U.S. Government are
doing everything possible to sabotage what Trump said he wanted, what the plan that Trump
endorsed and ratified and publicly defended, in order to ensure not that Ukraine gets a better
deal when this war ends, but that this war never actually ends because too many people are
benefiting from this war. In fact, pretty much the entire elite class is benefiting. The people
who aren't benefiting are the Ukrainians, the Russians and the American people who continue
to pay for a war that has absolutely nothing to do with them.
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