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Glenn Greenwald (GG): Alright, to help us sort through all that, we have Dr. Marta 
Havryshko, who is a visiting professor at Clark University with the Strassler Centre for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies. Her research explores 20th and 21st century Ukrainian 
history, the Holocaust in Eastern Europe and nationalism. Originally from Ukraine, she 
received her doctorate in Lviv and has in recent years become a prominent voice opposing 
the far right elements of Ukrainian government. And she's been on our show before, although 
not when I was here but I really loved her episode. It was super informative and I want to 
welcome her back to the show. Professor it's great to see you thank you so much for rejoining 
our show and I get to be here with this time to talk to you.  

Marta Havryshko (MH): Thanks for having me, Glenn.  

GG: Absolutely. All right, so let's just jump right into this, people for a long time have 
suspected that one of the things that would happen if we just sent huge amounts of money to 
Kyiv was that Zelensky and people close to him, Ukrainian oligarchs who helped build his 
career, would end up just taking a lot of it. It would just be embezzled, wasted money. We've 
seen some stories over the years, as I just reviewed, that suggested that was happening in 
part. None as big as this latest one. What can you tell us about it?  

MH: So I must say that I feel personal responsibility, actually, for this corruption scandal, 
because I was among those people who believed actually in this fairy tale created by the 
Zelensky PR team, that he is, you know, dedicated to the fight against corruption. And it was 
his main promise to Ukrainian citizens to fight corruption. He presented himself as a person 
that is outside the system and we believed him. But it turns out that nowadays he is the chief 
of this new corruption scheme. And when? When Ukraine is bleeding, when every single day 
we see funerals of soldiers we see stories of wounded soldiers, we see working class people 
and peasants kidnapped by draft officers and sent right to the frontline. Some of them are 
trying to commit suicide. Some of them pay enormous bribes to avoid military service 
because nobody believes anymore in this victory plan and this fairy tale that Ukraine can 
regain the lost territories from Russia. And in the middle of this very, very difficult situation 
in Ukraine, the biggest corruption scandal in Ukraine in modern history actually erupted. And 
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who is in charge? It seems that Zelensky and his "Vice President", as we call him, Yermak are 
in charge of this corruption scheme. Why do many critics say that they are directly involved? 
Because the main craft man behind the scene, Timur Mindich, is a close friend of Zelensky 
and the former business partner, who is the owner of Kvartal 95, the studio that created this 
servant of the people political TV show that made Zelensky very popular. So they knew each 
other very well. And Mindich, without official office, without any official seats in the power, 
he created this enormous structure. And recently, it's almost a week when the main 
anti-corruption body of Ukraine released some part of these Mindich tapes where they 
discussed all corruption schemes, not only in Energoatom, it means state-run company, major 
state-run company that is responsible for the nuclear energy in Ukraine, but also for the 
defence sector. And nowadays we have names like Umerov on these tapes, like Justice 
Minister Galushchenko, like Energy Minister Svitlana Hrynchuk and others. So far, seven 
people have been formally charged with corruption, but only five of them now are detained. 
Two main organisers somehow disappeared from Ukraine and Mindich escaped Ukraine 
during the night during the curfew, four hours before the search in his apartment in Kyiv, 
where actually this intellectual club held its meetings. And it's very strange why ordinary men 
were trying to cross the border and flee this forced militarization. They can easily do that. But 
an ordinary citizen, not a diplomat, not a parliamentary member, not a member of any state 
body, can easily just cross the border. And by miracle, after crossing the border he became 
only a citizen of Israel. And the sanctions were imposed not on the citizen of Ukraine, Timur 
Mindich, but on the citizens of Israel, Timur Mindich. But as the citizen of Israel has nothing 
in Ukraine, all his property belongs to the citizen of Ukraine. That's why people are outraged 
and today many people refuse to donate to the army. They are desperate because the 
leadership in such a difficult time for the country is stealing the money of taxpayers and also 
stealing obviously Western aid. I must say that among these proofs that were released by 
NABU, the main anti-corruption body, there were bundles of US dollars with US federal 
reserve branch marking. That's why now some journalists claim that it's become the subject 
of FBI interest. Because the main question is: How does money appear in Ukraine and why 
they were not directed to build some to protect energy plants, to build some roads, to help 
some children who are suffering from war, but ended up in the bags?! And so far, $4 million 
in cash was basically grabbed by anti-corruption body officials. And the investigation is still 
ongoing. And what is very interesting...  

GG: Let me ask you, I mean it's interesting, when this war broke out, this kind of stage of the 
war in 2022, even those of us who were opposed to American involvement, I think you 
empathised with and understood the spirit, the nationalistic spirit of Ukrainians who wanted 
to fight against this foreign invader, who wanted to fight for the preservation of their 
sovereignty and independence. It was hard not to understand and in some sense admire the 
spirit of people who were going to go to war against a much more powerful country. Here we 
are though now, we're about to enter the fifth full year of the war – in February it will be four 
full years going to the fifth. I don't know of anybody anymore who believes that Ukraine, no 
matter what the West those, we'll be able to expel Russian troops from any part of Ukraine 
that they're currently occupying, the more the war goes on, the more there's likely to be death, 
the more there is likely to be more Russian incursions and more Russian occupation of 
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Ukrainian land. I would have to believe, and I've seen a lot of evidence to suggest this is true, 
that as you say, a lot Ukrainians who are very eager to fight, now their sense is this is futile. 
And when you see your leaders stealing, it kind of makes it clear that they think so too. The 
question I have though is, elections have been suspended, Zelensky has cracked down on 
civil liberties and media outlets, he's removed the mayor of Odessa, he is cracking down on 
political opponents, how free is discourse in Ukraine for people to raise these questions and 
express this dissatisfaction?  

MH: It's a very tricky question. Ordinary citizens in Ukraine feel not very secure to talk 
openly about this. Many of them impose self-censorship. Why? Because first, Zelensky 
imposed very tricky mechanisms to fight his dissidents. No one before him imposed this 
mechanism, and I mean personal sanctions. They are against the Constitution, they are 
against Ukrainian law, and basically, how it looks, Zelensky created this Security Council, 
which is an advising body, and they together decide who is the Russian agent, who is 
spreading Russian narratives, who is undermining Russian defence, and they impose personal 
sanctions on ten years. And those people, their property is stripped, they're taken away from 
them, they are persecuted, they can be jailed in Ukraine. And guess what? When Zelensky 
imitated his big concern over Mindich-gate, he imposed sanctions on Mindich only for three 
years, but most of those who were subjected to sanctions face ten-year restrictions. So even in 
this small case, we see some real disparity.  

And another mechanism is how people are basically, how policing of free speech in Ukraine 
looks like, is the draft. In Ukraine nowadays, the draft is an instrument of suppressing free 
speech. Many journalists, female journalists, they are afraid. They are not subjected to the 
draft, but their husbands, their sons, there are men subjected to the draft. And we already 
have cases when investigative journalists, those who fight for human rights, for free speech, 
and so on and so forth, their husbands are sent to the front line, and they actually can be sent 
not in drone units, some units far from the front lines, but they could be sent to the infantry. 
And the mortality rate in the infantry is just enormous. So nowadays we don't have free 
speech in Ukraine, we don't have free media in Ukraine. Those who are capable of speaking 
up actually are only those who have protection from the West. I mean anti-corruption NGOs 
which are sponsored by the West and are a direct instrument of Western political actors to 
influence. And the main anti-corruption bodies in Ukraine, like NABU and SAP, were also 
created by the West and by the US in particular. That's why in the main building of NABU, 
the main anti-corruption body, we have the office of an FBI agent. And he is actually, or she, 
is responsible for supervising the whole investigation. That is why this investigation was 
possible in the first place and that's why some journalists who are sponsored and supported 
directly by some Western actors, can speak up. But most people are not allowed to do that. 
Basically, war for Zelensky is a very good opportunity to monopolise his power. And I 
believe that Zelensky and his buddies are really interested in continuing this war because they 
want to keep this power and they want profit from this war. Because Fire Point, for example, 
which Mike Pompeo now became an advisor to this state manufacturer, our manufacturer is 
very good business. How can you have business without war? It's so obvious for many 
people. That's why many people are so desperate. And recent polls, they were closed polls, 
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but we know about them from some members of Ukraine Parliament, for example, Yaroslav 
Zheleznyak, that the approval of Zelensky dropped up to 40 percent. So now it's less than 20 
percent. Less than 20 percent of the people actually believe that Zelensky is doing a great job. 
Because nowadays, because of this corruption, because people from his inner circle, his very 
close friends, very close to his family, to his wife, who attend family gatherings, they are 
involved in this scandal and Zelensky is trying to whitewash himself, his PR team is putting 
blame on the Kremlin, that it's all the Kremlin's fault or maybe it's Kolomoisky's fault or 
maybe those bad journalists who just reveal this information to the public, maybe it is their 
fault. But the main question is, who was stealing the Western aid during an existential war? 
They claim that this war is existential. They demand that Ukrainians will sacrifice their lives, 
that they will suffer constant lack of electricity, of gas, of water because of the Russian attack. 
And they don't build sufficient protection because they say it's not good business to build this. 
And at the same time, they build villas in luxury parts of Kyiv and other parts of Ukraine. 
Their sons are abroad, they study at fancy universities. It's the level of outrage in Ukraine 
nowadays is enormous, because many people believe that this war is a war of poor people, 
while those in power are just profiting from this war and trying to keep this war going and 
shield this by speeches about existential war, about patriotism; they put Ukraine, Vyshyvanka 
on them, and do all this stuff.  

GG: Yeah, I mean, one of the reasons why there's a crackdown, of course, because if you 
allow public opinion to be heard, I think a lot of people inside Ukraine would be joining and 
organising around the frustration that you're expressing. It's interesting, I'm so glad we were 
able to have you on because this war is still ongoing. The US is still financing it. The 
Europeans are financing it, and it basically has become something that just sort of buzzes 
along in the background. And I think it's just important to check in periodically, to understand 
exactly where this money is going, exactly what's happening in this war. The idea that we're 
defending democracy in Ukraine is becoming increasingly untenable as Ukraine has become 
less and less a democracy over time. We'd love to have you back on and making sure that 
attention is paid to what's going on there. Thank you so much for taking the time. It was great 
to see you.  

MH: Thank you, Glenn.  

GG: All right. Have a good evening. 
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Thank you for reading this transcript. Please don't forget to donate to support our independent and 
non-profit journalism:  

  
 

BANKKONTO: 
Kontoinhaber: acTVism München e.V.  

Bank: GLS Bank 
IBAN: DE89430609678224073600  

BIC: GENODEM1GLS 
 

PAYPAL:  
E-Mail: 

PayPal@acTVism.org 
 

PATREON:  
https://www.patreon.com/acTVism 

 

BETTERPLACE: 
Link: Click here 
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