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Glenn Greenwald (GG): You think people in the United States think that their lives are 
plagued by Nicolas Maduro being in charge of Venezuela? You think this war is for them? Is 
to benefit American citizens? No one can really possibly think that. And I'll just say this 
before I just delve into this this last point or two, which is that I can promise you there are a 
lot of Trump supporters who have been saying: No more regime change warriors, no more 
regime change warriors, no neocons, spend our money at home, and now they're like, Yeah, 
kill the narco terrorists. Does anyone have any doubt about the following?! Let's imagine a 
situation where there was pressure on Trump to go to war in Venezuela. Let's say like Tom 
Cotton and Lindsey Graham and Marco Rubio, who was still in the Senate, and some of the 
warmongers in the Democratic Party joined together and said: We want you to go invade 
Venezuela and change the government of Venezuela. Let's imagine if Trump said: No, I'm not 
gonna go do that. Those are the regime change policies that have plagued our country, and 
put us into debt. I'm not going to go start a war to change the government of Venezuela. 
That's not for us to do. Let's imagine a world where that happened. Do you think there's even 
one single Trump supporter now cheering Trump's new war in Venezuela who would be 
criticising Trump and saying: How dare you stand up to the neocons and the warmongers and 
refuse to go invade Venezuela? No, they'd be cheering him for that. If Trump opposes 
bombing him, then they cheer that. If Trump starts bombing them and they cheer that. If 
Trump says: I'm not gonna go to Venezuela and change the government, they would cheer 
that. If he says, let's go to Venezuela, we have to change the government, they cheer that. 
Obviously, not all Trump supporters are like that. A lot of them have objected. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene is one of them, which is why Trump wants her out of Congress, drove her out 
of Congress. Thomas Massie, Rand Paul's against the regime change war in Venezuela, he 
has to go too. And it's not just Trump supporters. I mean, I've been working as a journalist for 
20 years, I've seen four changes of administration. I started with Bush and Cheney, went to 
Obama, went from Obama to Trump one, went from Trump one to Biden, now Biden to 
Trump two, and every single time you watch these partisans denounce policies when the 
other party is in power, say we're gonna get into power and not do that, they get into power 
and do it, and suddenly they start cheering the very policies they pretended to oppose. So it's 
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not just the Trump movement that does that, but it's just cult-like behaviour. And a lot of it, 
that's what you're seeing, and Trump is counting on that. Trump knows that his supporters are 
angry about Epstein, they're angry about the cost of living, a lot of them are angry about 
supporting Israel. They're angry about a lot of things. So it's like, let's give them bad guys. 
We're going to blow up bad guys. We know everybody likes to cheer that; people get a sense 
of self-esteem and purpose. And that's what you're seeing a lot of. Anybody who is inclined 
to believe that this somehow has to do with the flow of drugs in the United States should be 
embarrassed for all the reasons I've already said. But it's like Trump is almost like conducting 
a game, like an experiment: How far can he rub the faces of his own supporters and the fact 
that he's lying to them and see how they just refuse to realise it? Because just a few days ago, 
claiming that we have to go to war in Venezuela because Nicolas Maduro, even though no 
one ever said it before, is some mastermind, sophisticated drug dealer, Trump just pardoned 
one of the most malicious and destructive actual drug traffickers from that same region, Latin 
America, he pardoned them. The president of Honduras, the former president of Honduras, 
who was convicted with ample evidence, not just that people in his country were sending 
drugs into the United States, but that he himself was overseeing the drug trafficking ring and 
benefiting from it. And the U.S. arrested him and put him on trial, and he was convicted. And 
Trump announced a pardon of him just three days ago as he's pretending that he's concerned 
about the drug supply into the US from Latin America that he has to go to war with Maduro 
over it. He just pardoned the person who was actually flooding the United States with drugs. 
Here's Trump on Truth Social, November 28th, and by the way, as he's doing this, he's also 
interfering in the Honduras election, telling Honduras, if you vote for the candidate I want, 
we're gonna give you a lot of money. And if you don't vote for the candidate I want, we're 
gonna withdraw our support. Here's what he said. Quote: "If Tito Asfura", who's the mayor of 
Honduras' largest city, "wins for President of Honduras, because the United States has so 
much confidence in him, his policies, and what he will do for the great people of Honduras, 
we will be very supportive. If he doesn't win, the United States will not be throwing good 
money after bad because a wrong leader can only bring catastrophic results to a country, no 
matter which country it is. Tito will be a Great President, and the United States will work 
closely with him in order to ensure the success, with all of its potential, of Honduras. 
Additionally," like by the way, "I will be granting a full and complete pardon to former 
president Juan Orlando Hernández", who is in Asfura's party, "who has been, according to 
many people that I greatly respect, treated very harshly and unfairly. This cannot be allowed 
to happen, especially now after Tito Asfura wins the election, when Honduras will be on its 
way to great political and financial success. Vote for Tito Asfura for President and 
congratulations to Juan Orlando Hernández on your upcoming pardon. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. Make Honduras Great Again." So we're pouring lots of money into 
Honduras. Trump is promising to pour more money into Honduras, wants to make Honduras 
great again. And as part of this little scheme to control the elections in Honduras, decided to 
pardon one of the most toxic and destructive narco terrorists, if you will, that the United 
States has caught in the last however many years.  

Here's the United States U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York in June 
of 2024. Quote, "Juan Orlando Hernández, former president of Honduras, is sentenced to 45 
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years in prison for conspiring to distribute more than 400 tonnes of cocaine and related 
firearm offences." Here's the U.S. District Court, an American court, federal court in the 
Southern District of New York, issuing their sentencing memo for why they're imposing a 45 
year term on Hernández. It's obviously a very significant prison term. The court said this 
quote, "Following a three week trial, the defendant was convicted of (i) participating in a 
conspiracy to import cocaine into the United States, (ii), using machine guns and destructive 
devices in furtherance of his drug traffic offences, and (iii), participating in a conspiracy to 
carry and use machineguns and destructive devices in furtherance of his drug traffic offence. 
The proof underlying this conviction laid bare that the defendant and his co-conspirators 
played a vital role in flooding the United States with cocaine." That's who Trump's 
pardoning, the guy who was flooding the United States with cocaine. While on the other 
hand, the same day he's telling you we have to go start a new war in Venezuela because 
Maduro's flooding the United States with cocaine, and we can't tolerate that. The court went 
on, quote, "For more than a decade, the defendant abused his political power to operate 
Honduras, a country of roughly ten million people, as a narco state. The defendant's rise was 
fueled by millions of dollars in drug money from some of the largest and most violent 
cocaine traffickers in the world. To accomplish this, the defendant protected his 
co-conspirators from arrest and extradition, allowing them to send at least 400 tonnes of 
cocaine to the United States to commit unspeakable lack of violence and to cause rampant 
destruction in Honduras through their violent narcotics trafficking. The defendant was 
propelled to power with drug money. Some of the most prolific violent traffickers in the 
world were his partners and political allies. Those include Ardon, the National Party Mayor 
of El Paraiso, who admitted to trafficking 250 tonnes of cocaine and his role in 56 murders 
(...) and it even includes Chapo, the head of the Sinaloa cartel, who trafficked over 1,000 
tonnes of cocaine to the United States and who personally supported the defendant with a $1 
million bribe." And it was even his own brother, who was personally responsible for two 
murders, and it was the defendant's own brother and confederate and corruption and crime. 
This is all reported at the time here from the New York Times, October 2019: El Chapo Said 
to Have Given $1 Million to Honduran President's Brother. You can't possibly believe this is 
a war to stop the flow of drugs. I can't believe anybody who ever has watched my show, has 
ever read an article I've written, would allow their brains to believe that in light of all of 
what's happening, what you can see in front of you.  
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Thank you for reading this transcript. Please don't forget to donate to support our independent and 
non-profit journalism:  
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